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climate than that of the North-West Provinces of India
in the cold months. Rain does sometimes fait during
that season; it may fall at any time of the y.ear, I re*'
member a heavy fall on the first of May, and about.
Christmas, and the New Year it is eagerly desired for
the crops, but ordinarily from week to week there is tin
unclouded sky. There is a cool, pleasant breeze from
the west In the house it is not only cool but cold, so
that a little sunning is pleasant, and at night in December
and January, especially far up the country, fires are
welcome. Then Europeans, so far as circumstances
permit, get irtfo the open air and move freely about, with
everything in the climate to favour their travelling.
The .beginning of the cold weather is a very busy-
season with the agricultural class, to which the great body
of the people belong. If the rainy season has been
favourable, especially if heavy rain has fallen towards 'its
close, the wells are full, and from these, after the land
has been ploughed, and the seed sown for the rabee crop,
the most valuable crop of the year, the fields are irrigated.
Whatever grows in our land in summer grows in North-
Western India at that season: wheat, oats, barley, pota-
toes, carrots, are grown in abundance. About March the
harvest is reaped
As I proceed with these reminiscences, I shall hare fre-
quent occasion to refer to our North Indian winter, its
scenes, and employments, and I have thought it welf to
enter at some length into a description of its peculiarities.
One thing I observed fhy first year which I had abundant
opportunity to observe afterwards. The weather so wel-
comed by Europeans is very trying to most natives, espe-
cially to those of the humbler classes, whose clothing is
very scanty. They never try to get warm by taking exercise.